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Abstract 

The post-communist policies on urban restructuring were the 
driving force in redundant and marginalized spaces’ reproduction 
in all Romanian cities and towns. The paper investigates post-
communist urban ecologies and derelict urban environments in 
Romanian small-sized municipalities, since these issues remain 
peripheral in the contemporary research on post-communist urban 
identity formation of the cities. The research was conducted in the 
town of Lugoj of Romania, from 2012 to 2016. It bases on 
empirical data provided by ethnographic analysis, quantitative 
approach and qualitative investigation. The results unveil a 
massive decline of some urban areas managed by post-communist 
policies on urban regeneration, with negative consequences, risk 
potential and derelict landscapes threatening the local urban 
welfare. Therefore, these marginal places request further 
enhancement urban policies to reduce their negative results 
claiming for more attention by the side of local governments. 

Keywords: post-communism, urban ecologies, derelict sites, 
urban environments, Romania 

Rezumat. Ecologiile urbane post-comuniste  
în cadrul orașelor mijlocii din România 

Politicile şi intervenţiile post-comuniste, aplicate şi desfăşurate în 
procesul de restructurare urbană la nivel local au reprezentat 
factorii determinanţi în apariţia şi reproducerea spaţiilor urbane 
marginalizate în toate oraşele mici şi mijlocii ale României. 
Lucrarea analizează ecologiile urbane post-comuniste, în strânsă 
legătură cu mediile urbane derelicte, în contextul în care, deşi de 
mare interes în cercetările actuale, la nivelul României, acestea 
ocupă un loc periferic. Spațiul laborator îl reprezintă municipiul 
Lugoj, cercetarea fiind realizată între anii 2012 şi 2016. Designul 
metodologic este bazat pe date empirice şi informaţii rezultate 
prin aplicarea analizei etnografice, a observaţiei participative, a 
cercetării cantitative şi a metodelor calitative de investigare a 
spaţiului urban. Rezultatele studiului evidenţiază un declin masiv 
al unor spaţii urbane, cu consecinţe negative, cu elemente de risc 
şi insecuritate urbană şi cu implicaţii majore în imaginea oraşului 
şi a peisajului urban. Mai mult decât atât, aceste aspecte îşi pun 
amprenta asupra calităţii mediului urban şi al modului de viaţă al 
oamenilor la nivel local. Spaţiile marginalizate, identificate prin 
studiul de faţă solicită noi intervenţii de regenerare în vederea 
reducerii aspectelor negative ale mediului urban şi intervenţii 
adecvate din partea tuturor actorilor implicaţi în procesul 
dezvoltării urbane, din perspectiva sustenabilităţii la nivel local.   

Cuvinte-cheie: post-comunism, ecologii urbane, situri 
abandonate, medii urbane, România 

Introduction 

A recent statement on urban transformations 
governed by political and economic changes unveils 

that ‘cities throughout the world contain spaces that 

are run-down and neglected. They are abandoned 
sites, decayed buildings boarded-up shop fronts, 

public facilities in disrepair and blighted 
neighborhoods’ affecting the cities’ viability as a 

whole’ Turok (2015: 74). Against such a background, 

framed by post-communist economic changes and by 
the negligence in unfinished urban transition of the 

cities (see Svetlozar, 2009; Paddison and Hutton, 
2015), their urban ecologies have to be 

(re)considered to manage proper policies on urban 
marginalized places’ remaking, since the built urban 

environment remain ‘an integral part of the economic 

and social life of the city’ (Turok, 2015: 91) managed 
by the current globalization and de-industrialization. 

Therefore, cities appear as places where ‘the work of 
globalization gets done’ (Keivani et al, 2001: 6) 

whether they are large urban agglomerations or 
smaller towns where environmental side effects are 

often opaque, exclusive and unaccountable (Keivani, 

2010). They have to be fashioned in the frame of the 
current urban ecologies ensuring the local urban 

sustainability through realistic policies agendas on 
urban planning (see Turok, 2015). These new political 

agendas on cities’ remaking would render urban 

ecology more inclusive in local urban development 
and in the political framework on urban regeneration. 

Consequently, the issues of urban ecologies are key 
features in the contemporary geographical research 

with multiple implications in the local urban 

communities. As McDonnell (2015: 1) states ‘human 
settlements are unique ecosystems consisting of 

human-made structures and natural elements, 
including people, which are maintained and 

transformed by a complex set of interactions within 
and between ecological and social systems.’ Today, 

cities and towns face with multiple environmental 

economic and social challenges (McDonnell, 2015) 
provided by the residual places, by the shifts in local 
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cultural values, by the social spatial cohesion 

(Thiagarajah et al, 2015; van Tran, 2015) and by the 

urban habitats’ degradation at the local scale 
(Mcdonald et al, 2008; Seto et al, 2012), especially in 

small and medium-sized towns of developing 
countries (Elmqvist et al, 2013). These ongoing 

processes fits to post-transitional states due to the 

economic political and economic changes in urban 
areas (Kiss, 2007; Smith and Timár, 2010; Paddison 

and Hutton, 2015; Hutton, 2015), threatening the 
local urban welfare and the urban quality of life (see 

UN-Habitat, 2011). Against such a background, socio-
economic processes and urban planning practices 

related to urban landscape design, local planning and 

sustainability decisions are important issues in the 
present environmental impacts in urban areas 

(Kennedy et al, 2012; Desouza and Flanery, 2013; 
Pickett et al, 2013; Childers et al, 2014; Wu, 2014;  

Gagné et al, 2015). They are mandatory tailor-made 

interventions considering the main post-communist 
urban shifts in the inner-urban spatial patterns with 

abandoned, derelict and ruined sites left behind in the 
face of the present global capitalism.  

On the scene of political and economic changes 
during post-communist period, the Romanian cities 

and towns faced with multiple challenges fashioned 

by divergent interventions producing important 
ruined sites often neglected. They argue contrasting, 

divergent and antagonist interventions of the state in 
the local urban regeneration (Chelcea, 2012; Ianoş et 

al, 2015; Jucu et al., 2016) with their multiple spatial, 

social and economic consequences in local 
communities arguing the unfinished political and 

socio-economic  transformation (Svetlozar, 2009) in 
post-communist Romanian cities and especially in all 

those small or medium-sized urbanities. 

Consequently, post-industrial ecologies in urban areas 
remain as proofs of post-communist economic shifts 

with marginalized spaces, derelict urban 
environments, ruined sites and post-industrial 

landscapes being spaces of limited representation in 
the local collective perception (Chelcea, 2015). In this 

regard, industrial ruins and urban derelict places are 

ubiquitous scenes in the Romanian urban landscapes. 
Their production launched by the expansion of 

capitalist economy and globalization (Edensor, 2005; 
Mah, 2010, 2012; Keivani, 2010; DeSilvey and 

Edensor, 2013) is a common feature in all former 

state-socialist countries and in Romania as well. The 
transition to a new capitalist regulation generated 

multiple and dramatic changes and uneven 
development (Kiss, 2007; Smith and Timár, 2010) at 

local, regional and national scales. The main driving 
producer of these left-behind urban spaces as derelict 

environments and ruined sites was the rapid process 

of deindustrialization (Keivani, 2010). After 1990, the 
Romanian industry faced a major decline (Stanilov, 

2007; Hirt and Stanilov, 2009; Voiculescu and Jucu, 

2016; Gavrilidis et al, 2015; Ianoş et al, 2015; Jucu, 

2015) with the formerly industrial sites turning to 

unproductive and redundant places. These ruined 
sites are presently subject to degradation, influencing 

their neighborhoods’ welfare, the urban landscapes 
and the local environment (Chelcea, 2015).  

The main question in this study relates the post-

communist policies on urban restructuring to the 
urban derelict places production at the local scale. 

Furthermore, it concerns on how post-communist 
urban transformation altered the local urban patterns 

under the shifted umbrella of the new capitalist 
development in formerly state-socialist spaces 

through a particular case-study in-depth analyzed. In 

addition, the question of how urban dereliction 
appeared and their multiple consequences in urban 

area are investigated to highlight the (re)production 
of the urban ruined sites and their related marginal 

ecologies. Likewise, how urban dereliction appeared 

producing local spatial consequences in local 
community and how local authorities managed these 

hybrid urban ecosystems are important topics with 
merit in this analysis. The study brings to the fore the 

connections between local policies in urban 
restructuring, urban ecology, derelict landscapes and 

ruined environments with these issues considered as 

spaces of perception and representation in local 
community. 

Theoretical framework on urban ecologies 
and derelict environments 

The post-communist Romanian transition from the 
centrally planned economy to an oriented-market one 

was dramatic with uneven impacts on the local urban 
communities (Kiss, 2002; 2007). These dramatic 

changes of social and economic urban environments 

with rapid deindustrialization being the main factor 
generated contradictory and divergent patterns in Ro-

manian urban space (Keivani, 2010; Chelcea, 2012; 
Marcińczak et al, 2014; Ianoş et al, 2015). Further-

more, uneven spatial development in urban areas has 
a central position in the present urban identity for-

mation (Stanilov, 2007; Kiss, 2007; Ianoş et al, 2010) 

as there are important difficulties of national democra-
tization related to hesitant and discretionary interven-

tions in Romanian post-communist policies on eco-
nomic restructuring (Mihuţ, 1994; Bojkov, 2004; Ne-

novsky et al., 2013). Against such a background 

framed by the urban environmental justice (Keivani, 
2010) as crucial feature in the present urban sustaina-

bility demands, urban ecologies of marginal groups 
and spaces appeared (Chelcea, 2015), with derelict ur-

ban environments remaining the most important fea-

tures of post-communist urban shifts. Consequently, 
they generated fragile environments at micro-scale 

level (Ianoş et al, 2009; 2011; 2012). The rapid suc-
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cession of events in Romanian post-communist re-

structuring in terms of political and economic remaking 

(Ilieş et al, 2012) related to industrial decline, deindus-
trialization, relocation of the local industrial activities 

(Peptenatu et al 2012; Gavrilidiş et al 2015; Hutton 
2015), the links between national identity and Europe-

anization, diffused levels of political support and politi-

cal tensions in national government (Dragoman, 2008; 
Cernat, 2010; Stan, 2015) are the main contributors in 

the appearance of the contemporary urban ecologies 
of local urban areas of the Romanian towns. They are 

framed by a poor management on local risk environ-
ment and by slippery interventions, corruption and 

speculations in local economic restructuring (see 

Kideckel, 2008) with multiple consequences in local ur-
ban communities. Improper interventions as a particu-

larly striking feature for the political elites that man-
aged the processes of economic restructuring (Svet-

lozar, 2009) remain responsible for the marginalized 

urban areas production. 
Considering the brutal changes in the urban spa-

tial formation of the former state-socialist towns since 
transition started and new capitalist order has been 

implemented, urban ecology became an important 
floor of analysis that could provide critical thoughts 

that has to be (re)considered in local authorities’ 

agendas concerning local urban development. Incor-
porating human perception on urban ecology and its 

derelict environments, the increasing role of the citi-
zens and public participation in local urban regenera-

tion, the information in local decisions guiding and 

gathering new social and ecological knowledge in lo-
cal policies of governments agendas represent the 

main perspectives of current urban ecology (Cooper 
et al, 2007; Wilkinson et al, 2013; Douglas, 2014; 

McDonnell, 2015). Thus, urban ruins and local dere-

liction related to the local way of life of the inhabitants 
and their negative results in urban areas represent a 

central issue of the urban settlements, in their transi-
tion to the present capitalist regulation. The state of 

the art of ruins’ emergence and derelict places ap-
pearance acknowledge this statement. It is complex 

and challengeable with multiple difficulties in local ur-

ban management. Economic restructuring through 
the lens of post-communist policies in urban manage-

ment are the main contributors in the production of 
derelict environments (Jucu, 2015). Furthermore, 

since deindustrialization started, close aboard to the 

reforms in the national political system in all economic 
fields as well as in the housing capital, important der-

elict places appeared, with their presence threatening 
the local communities.  

Therefore, ruins are ubiquitous scenes in many ur-
ban settlements (Mah, 2010; 2012) conceptualized as 

‘debris of global capitalism’ (Martin, 2014: 1037) and 

as collapsed, dead, loose, null, vacant and under-
used spaces in urban areas due to the economic shifts 

(Edensor, 2005; Bagaeen, 2006; Nefs, 2006;  

Jogensen and Tylecote, 2007; Chelcea, 2008; 

Kideckel, 2008; Barndt, 2010; Puşcă, 2010; Mah, 

2012; Armstrong, 2011; Jucu 2011, 2015;  DeSilvey 
and Edensor, 2013;  Voiculescu and Jucu, 2016; Jigo-

ria and Popa 2016). Urban ruins as left-behind places 
of representation illustrate indifference, ignorance 

and social stagnation (Edensor, 2005; DeSilvey and 

Edensor, 2013), thus producing inner-urban derelict 
environments and repulsive landscapes with particu-

lar usage by marginal human groups (Chelcea, 2015). 
These marginalized places and their related individu-

als belong to the present urban ecologies whether 
they are located in the cities’ outskirts or in the urban 

central areas. However, beside the industrial areas 

(see Mah, 2012) ruined sites and their associated der-
elict environments appeared in vacant military sites 

(Davis, 2008), in rail areas (Qviström, 2012) and in 
residential districts. Regardless of their origins and 

placements in urban areas, ruined sites appear as 

places with repulsive landscapes, risk potential and 
unsafely feelings in individuals’ perceptions, with hu-

man and non-human marginal groups being the main 
beneficiaries (Chelcea, 2015). These fit especially for 

post-communist industrial ruined sites in urban areas 
but they are not limited to them. The post-industrial 

emergent ecologies of ex-industrial places could be 

translated in other types of ruined sites, as there are 
all those of rail-ruined areas and of residential dis-

tricts. However, all these derelict urban environments 
are sites in which activities are developed. Chelcea 

(2015) identifies four important perspectives: as ur-

ban mining; as playgrounds for children; as refuges 
for urban marginals (humans and non-humans) and 

as struggles to construct signification by the cultural 
bourgeoisie. Whether these activities have been iden-

tified for metropolitan areas, they are more present 

in the small-sized municipalities that have to be more 
considered as ethnographic case studies in the cur-

rent research (Roose et al, 2013; Iaţu and Eva, 2016).  
The issue of ruined and urban derelict environment 

distribution throughout Romanian space confirms the 
hypothesis of a general assessment that ruined sites 

and urban derelict environments present the same 

background for locals, regardless of their geographic 
scale. Furthermore, beyond their presence, urban 

derelict environments unveil divergent patterns spa-
tial stress, contradiction and incoherence related to 

important environmental tensions in urban areas 

(Iojă et al, 2014; Ianoş et al, 2015; Onose at al, 
2015). In the absence of real urban development 

strategies, and related to un-participatory planning in 
urban regeneration by the locals and to the commu-

nity’s voice missing in local urban post-communist 
(re)formation (Voiculescu and Jucu, 2016), derelict 

environments still stand as proofs of present munici-

palities indifference. Their related urban ecologies re-
main key issues in the contemporary scientific dia-

logues in order to promote new sustainable visions of 
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local urban development agendas. Thus, research on 

the spatial perception and representation of post-

communist derelict environments and their related ur-
ban ecologies could provide critical thoughts on how 

the urban left-behind places have to be further man-
aged in the short run. Urban ruined sites, their local 

perception and representation frame the present pat-

terns of local urban ecologies and derelict urban en-
vironments produced by the post-communist eco-

nomic transition to a market economy.  All through 
the study, these theoretical issues are in-depth ap-

plied in the following sections. Of these, the next one 
highlights the study area, the methodological design 

and the empirical data used in the research. 

Study area, data and methods 

Located in the western Romania, (Figure 1) the 
municipality of Lugoj assumed in the past an im-

portant position in the national industry, with indus-
trial activities remaining the main economic activity 

(Ianoş, 1987; Voiculescu, 2004; Jucu, 2011, 2015). 

The post-communist economic spatial shifts in the lo-
cal urban restructuring generated divergent patterns 

(Ianoş et al, 2015; Jucu, 2015; Jucu et al., 2016), with 
derelict environments remaining important features 

of the local urban changes under transition and post-
transitional time. This post-industrial urban ecology of 

the town translates in the appearance of urban ruined 

sites since the actions of urban land use and environ-
mental development shifted under the new capitalist 

umbrella (Zeng et al, 2014; Iaţu and Eva, 2016). Due 
to the Romanian post-communist industrial decline 

(Gavrilidiş et al, 2015), associated with relocation of 

industrial activities with the investors being interested 
in new locations for their industrial investments (Pep-

tenatu et al, 2012), mismanagement in urban indus-
trial privatization, urban land-use disputes and con-

flicts, personal and competing interests at the local 

scale (Kideckel, 2008; Hersperger et al, 2015), dere-
lict urban environments appeared with a myriad of 

complex challenges on the study of local derelict en-
vironments.  Consequently, urban ruins are the most 

important spatial result of post-communist urban re-
structuring. Even though avoidance of derelict urban 

environments and brownfield sites in urban areas are 

suggested (see Gavrilidiş et al, 2015), these sites with 
particular urban ecologies still prevail, generating pe-

culiar environments at the local scale. Against such a 
background, the municipality of Lugoj, a medium-

sized municipality, faces multiple problems, due to the 

local urban derelict environments’ production. This is 
the case study sampled in this attempt to investigate 

the local urban ecology with particular local sites in-
depth approached. The present approach is in line 

with the case-studies relevance in the contemporary 

academic debates, especially concerned on non-met-

ropolitan areas (Roose et al, 2013; Gavrilidiş et al, 

2015; Iaţu and Eva, 2016). Accordingly, nine derelict 
sites in local area have been considered, their spatial 

distribution being highlighted in Figure 1.  

Fig. 1: The study area: the position of Lugoj 

municipality in Romania and Timiş 

County, and the distribution of selected 

sites for in-depth investigation 

The focus on the local urban ecology concerns on 
various sites of dereliction, from industrial debris to 

military, rail transport and residential ruined places. 
They were considered as local derelict urban environ-

ments with direct consequences in local community. 

The analysis follows the methodological design rec-
ommended by recent research on urban derelict 

places (see Edensor, 2005; Mah, 2012; DeSilvey and 
Edensor, 2013; McDonnell, 2015). To assess the local 

urban ecology issues, the analysis of various plenty of 

texts on this topic (McDonnell, 2015) has been con-
sidered framing a mix-method and a multi-criteria 

analysis (Lee et al, 2014; McDonnell, 2015). The 
starting point of the research was ethnographic ob-

servation with participatory in-field analyses being the 
main source in collecting empirical data on urban ru-

ined sites. As table 1 highlights the mix-method, anal-

ysis was used all through the study including quanti-
tative and qualitative approaches framed by extensive 

repeatedly and continuous in-field observation. 
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The (re)production of local urban dereliction and 

the emerging processes of derelict environments and 

their related urban ecologies have been directly per-
ceived. The self-experience of the authors in onsite 

urban ecologies investigation (see Chelcea, 2015) 
was helpful in gaining an understanding on the pre-

sent processes of local urban derelict environments 

and their related consequences in local community.  
The research bases on two sets of data provided by 

the voice of local residents and by public participation 
in contemporary urban planning (see Cooper et al, 

2007; Hersperger et al, 2015; McDonnell, 2015). To 
decipher these questions, in line with the statements 

of confirmed generalizations of urban ecologies ap-

proaches (Borer et al, 2014), the study focuses on a 
case study considering the municipality of Lugoj as a 

sample town in-depth analyzed. The case study 
brings to the fore the fact that these urban areas are 

relevant in the contemporary academic debates, since 

research on the local scales provide important ac-

counts in sustainable urban planning and further po-

litical decisions. Based on ethnographic observation 
related to quantitative and qualitative approaches, 

important empirical data were achieved, collected, 
processed and interpreted to unveil the local percep-

tion and representation of local derelict environments 

and their ecologies. This framework rises since exten-
sive field-surveys are important in assessing different 

groups’ perception on environmental issues (Iojă et 
al, 2014). Consequently, a particular attention con-

cerned on nine areas of Lugoj. Of these, one is lo-
cated in residential urban core, whilst eight zones are 

industrial neighborhoods. Table 1 highlights the 

methodological framework of the research, following 
the research flow on urban ruined environments 

acknowledged by different scholars as Edensor 
(2005), Loures et al. (2006), Loures and Panagopou-

los (2007), Krieger (2011), Mah (2012), Bernstein 

(2013) and DeSilvey and Edensor (2013). 

Tabel 1 The main characteristics of the methodological flow 

Methods Characteristics Specific features 

Ethnographic observation 

Personal conversation 
Oral histories of inhabit-
ants (ex-workers, neigh-
bors) 
Photographs taken  

Visits in investigates sites 
Interviews with residents 

Interviews with key actors 

Self-author experience 

Media channels analysis 

9 urban sites investigated 

40 in each site 
20 in each site 

at least 100 in each 
site/year 

15 in each site 
20 in each district 

1 interview 

more than 200 hours – 
time spent in investigated 
sites 
a wide range of local, re-
gional and national  

newspapers and TV docu-
mentaries critically exam-
ined. 

Industrial and rail derelict sites, derelict sites 
in residential areas 
Local residents in investigated areas 
Former workers in abandoned factories, 
neighbors living in investigated areas 
Photographs continuous taken yearly in the 
last four years  

Repeated visits between 2012 and 2016  
Old residents and new residents have been 
personal approached  

Key actor in local municipality institutions 

The self-experience of the author has been 
useful in gaining a real understanding on the 
local realities generated by the production 
and the presence of derelict sites and their 
associated marginalities. 

Newspapers and magazines as 
Redesteptarea, Monitorul de Lugoj, Ce-
tateanul, Actualitatea etc have been consid-
ered as critical resources portraying the is-
sues of local dereliction and the reproduc-
tion of urban marginalized places at the lo-
cal scale. 

Accordingly, repeated ethnographic in-field obser-
vation (2012-2016) followed by quantitative and qual-

itative approach (through statistical data usage, sur-
veys, questionnaires, oral histories, talks and personal 

conversations conducted in sampled urban areas), me-

dia analysis framed by repeatedly taken photographs 
triangulate the hypothesis, that urban derelict environ-

ments stand as proof of post-communist urban 
changes. Urban dereliction is still an ongoing process 

with ruined sites being stagnant places. In 2016, we 
re-visited all those investigated areas and we found out 

that there nothing happened in this regard. Since ru-
ined urban environments and ruins analysis remain a 

slippery topic (DeSilvey and Edensor, 2013), I encoun-

tered difficulties at every step of the research. From 
the authorities’ silence to the locals’ talking reticence, 

there were drags in gaining some information. During 
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the field-analysis, in spite of the simple usage of pho-

tographs taken, as an important method suggested by 

Bernstein (2013), often times, my attempts to find out 
opinions on the local derelict environments were ban-

ished and blamed. Contrariwise, we faced with multiple 
occasions when questioned people showed their open-

ness and honesty in stating their opinions. They con-

sidered that beyond their all-clamoring actions, re-
search could remain the sole action in sustainable re-

generating process of the urban derelict sites. The re-
search findings are revealed in the next section con-

cerned on local perception and representation of the 
urban derelict environments. 

Findings and Results 

Through the post-communist transition to a mar-

ket economy, under the recent umbrella of new capi-
talist regulation in local urban management and their 

related processes in Lugoj important derelict areas 
appeared. They were determined by privatization, de-

industrialization, reindustrialization, housing regener-

ation, local decentralization management, tensioned 
relationship between centralized state-governance 

and local authorities’ power, divergent policies in na-
tional, regional and local urban planning (Chelcea, 

2008, 2012; Voiculescu and Jucu, 2016; Jucu, 2015). 
Ruined areas had important consequences in the local 

urban environments and significant costs for local 

community, framing urban ecologies fitting not only 
to this sample case but to all Romanian cities and 

towns. These issues, in terms of their spatial distribu-
tion, local consequences and related processes in 

their perception and representation, are developed 

below. 

Local (re)production and spatial distribution 
of urban derelict environments 

As it was previously stated the main contributor in 

urban ruined place creation and derelict environments 
with peculiar ecologies was economic restructuring 

and privatization of various real estates, from indus-
trial units to their related sites and to the urban hous-

ing stock. Consequently, the main derelict areas pro-
duced in the industrial areas engaging in their decline 

and failure their residential neighborhoods. The local 

ruined places, with urban derelict environments, ap-
peared all through the urban space from the towns’ 

outskirts to the central area. The largest amount of 
derelict areas, about 500000 sqm, appears in the 

northern part of the town, where the most important 

formerly state-socialist industrial area was designed. 
The post-communist industrial restructuring partly re-

stored this area with many plants turned to industrial 
ruins (Jucu, 2015). These post-communist industrial 

shifts at the local scale generated new urban environ-

ments with industrial ruins remaining the most im-

portant objects in this area. Aside from one entirely 

restructured plant through Foreign Direct Invest-
ments (FDIs), the other factories of the area have 

been partly restored whilst other emblematic plants 
were completely closed turning to ruins. In such cir-

cumstances, emblematic industries disappeared with 

significant industrial buildings with cultural value be-
ing ruined (Jucu 2015).  

In-field participatory observation revealed that be-
hind collapsed buildings their yards host now only 

waste, residual scrap left behind vandalized actions, 
ruderal vegetation embracing both the ruins and the 

olden industrial equipment. These spaces generate 

particular environments that appear as places of 
abandonment and failure raising regrets from the side 

of the former ex-workers that blame the local igno-
rance on these ruined places. Against such a back-

ground, these sites continuously reproduced in-

creased the repulsiveness of these urban post-com-
munist environments. The same evolution fits to 

other industrial areas of the town. The districts’ anal-
ysis emphasized important derelict areas in I.C. 

Drăgan, Mondialul Bocşei and Ţesătorilor districts. Of 
these, the first two areas, emblematic in the past, are 

completely derelict, with their environments attract-

ing in a continuous decline their neighborhoods. 
These districts are the most disadvantaged areas of 

the town with their inhabitants being social supported 
by the local service of social assistance (Jucu, 2015). 

Beside the local poverty of the districts, the ruined 

sites include industrial ruins with waste, ruderal veg-
etation and residual materials being common features 

in the factories convention halls. Furthermore, stray 
dogs and homelessness found here proper environ-

ments for their daily lives. 

This spatial alteration translates not only to the lo-
cal neighborhoods but also in the cultural capital of 

the town, the mentioned sites hosting two emblem-
atic plants of the earlier local capitalism under Austo-

Hungarian domination. They are about Muschong 
Briks Factory and Textile Industry. Whereas these fac-

tories turned to derelict urban environments with ma-

jor industrial ruins, in Ţesătorilor area a slow-go pro-
cess of regeneration started. However, this area in-

cludes important ruins of the former state-socialist in-
dustry. A specific case is for the Rail Station Area (Car-

tierul Gării). Whether previous areas are located in 

the towns’ outskirts, this area is close to the city cen-
ter. Against such a background, marginalized urban 

spaces with derelict environments appeared in the in-
ner-core of the town. This issue argues that margin-

alized spaces with related marginal groups are a com-
mon feature not for peripheries, fitting also to the 

central area of Lugoj municipality. The latter is more 

complex, due to the composite derelict urban envi-
ronment fueled by industrial, rail transport and stor-
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age facilities. Its reproduction was engendered be-

cause the local industrial decline entailed the rail 

transportation decline and the storage activities as 
well owing to their close economic relation under 

state-socialism. Considering the present post-indus-
trial shifts, this area turned to ruins, with repulsive 

derelict environments close to the city center. Alt-

hough the local municipality considers this area as an 
outskirt (according to cadastral register) it is located 

about 500 meters away from the center of the town. 
In the northern part of the town, Hezeris–Cartierul 

Nou District has derelict areas produced through the 
process of cities’ demilitarization with ruins being in 

formerly military area. Because of the specific status 

of this area is difficult to provide details on these ru-
ined sites but repeated in-field observation unveils the 

traces of the post-communist process of urban envi-
ronmental dereliction.  

As much, considering residential districts, small 

derelict environments are visible through the failure 
of the districts’ heating plants. They compose repul-

sive sites and derelict environments in residential ar-
eas with important consequences or, eventually, ad-

vantages for residents. In all, a glance on the spatial 
distribution of the local dereliction show that all urban 

districts have in different extents ruined sites with 

derelict environments produced by post-communist 
changes in the town and ongoing reproduced by the 

local indifference of local government. In this regard, 
93% out of the questioned persons, 98% out of the 

personal conversations and talks, and 94% out from 

the conducted oral histories with locals blame the lo-
cal indifference of decision-makers, stakeholders and 

different other involved actors in local urban regener-
ation. Furthermore, the results disclose the major 

consequences of derelict environments for local com-

munities. The next sections reveal these conse-
quences, sampling with particular evidences from the 

investigated sites. 

Ruins, ruderal vegetation, stray dogs and re-
pulsive environments 

Data provided by oral histories of the residents, 

personal conversation conducted with different indi-
viduals related to the processed survey information 

collected through questionnaires and ethnographic 
observation emphasized important results concerning 

the intimate features of local derelict environments. 

First, ruins of the former bankrupted state-socialist 
plants compose the general background of derelict 

environments. As Chelcea (2015) states, they are par-
ticular places where human and non-human marginal 

groups expressed their existence. This issue fits to the 

small-sized municipalities and to the present investi-
gated sites. Urban ruins produce repulsive and dis-

tressing places acknowledged by 94% of the ques-

tioned persons living in their neighborhoods. In addi-

tion, obsolete and repugnant landscapes of the ruined 

sites are enriched by non-human components often 
maintained (un)willingly by the locals (from indiffer-

ence to consciously actions). On one hand, they are 
expressed by wild ruderal vegetation and, on the 

other, by stray dogs. The first, embrace the ruins and 

their related facilities and features, both in their ne-
glected precincts and in the outward places surround-

ing them. Hence, repulsive places rose, fueling the 
local indignation of the locals towards all those that 

have to regenerate these repellent places.  

Fig. 2: Ruderal vegetation and waste in aban-

doned rail transport area with clogged 

rail lines (photo: Jucu, 2015)     

Fig. 3: Images of local derelict environments: 
abandoned features, thrown out resi-

dual waste and ruderal vegetation from 

bushes to moss (photos: Jucu, 2015) 

Figures 2 and 3 show the presence of ruderal veg-
etation and residual waste in derelict, abandoned and 

ruined places of the town close to the city center. Fur-
thermore, these places host residual waste and ex-

tempore shelters for stray dogs. 

As the above pictures portray, these local environ-
ments are repulsive and obsolete. Concerning the an-

imal marginal groups in such derelict places, stray 
dogs are the main specie populating these urban en-

vironments. The issue of stray dogs appears as a 
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complex, continuum, tensioned and unsolved prob-

lem with few opportunities for further dispatching in 

Romanian urban settlements (see Creţan, 2015). A 
wide range of media channels from press, TV news 

and documentaries raise this question that fits to the 
sampled investigated sites of this case in point. Being 

in the care of anyone but at the same time in the care 

of local community, urban derelict places offer proper 
conditions for non-human marginal groups in terms 

of the stray dogs’ presence.  

Fig. 4: The image of six stray dogs sleeping 

through bushes and residual waste in a 

small area within a derelict place close 

to the towns’ center (photo: Jucu, 2015)      

Fig. 5: A stray dog in the same area walking 
in a derelict place through ruderal veg-

etation, residual waste debris and rub-

bish (photo: Jucu, 2015) 

Figures 4 and 5 show this particular habitat for 

stray dogs while in upper left inset of the latter im-
age a   shelter of stray dogs in an abandoned derelict 

building can be observed. 
Concerning the issue of stray dogs in derelict 

places, according to the voice of questioned resi-

dents, the neighbors maintain the dog presence 
feeding them and taking care of these animals. They 

state that the dog presence is not fortunate but they 

not share the view on their culling. Of course, their 

place is not welcomed in these derelict areas since 

the failure of these formerly productive sites started. 
The people repeatedly grasp the local authorities but 

this problem remains in these derelict environments. 
Accordingly, this place turned to a peculiar derelict 

environment where non-human marginal features 

(stray dogs, ruderal vegetation, ruins, rubbish and 
residual waste) remain as peculiar components of 

these environments. According to residents’ voice, 
the local authorities were repeatedly notified without 

any positive outcomes or interventions in these der-
elict areas. 

Sites of scavenge for human marginals 

In line with Chelceas’ (2015) conceptualization 

on urban mining, post-industrial urban derelict 
spaces are sites of scavenges. All objects remaining 

abandoned in these sites drew attention of different 
marginal human groups in purchasing scraps for sell-

ing for money. In this regard, often times through 

stock-theft important amounts of metal scrap, iron 
bars, iron-concrete, steel materials, metal from dis-

mantling buildings, related facilities, rail infrastruc-
ture and others were removed by new owners, poor 

people and, eventually, gypsies. The latter groups 
are omnipresent in these derelict areas with preoc-

cupation in scrap scavenging.  

Accordingly, these actions left behind vandalized 
landscapes and environments. In addition, there are 

outlined the usage of dry wild vegetation of these 
areas in ensuring domestic heating by the poor peo-

ple living in derelict areas’ vicinities. Therefore, der-

elict places turned to mutilated and destroyed envi-
ronments with repulsive and obsolete backgrounds. 

Figure 6 and 7 show the cruelty destruction of these 
sites. While the first present the inner-devastation of 

the in-ward part of a formerly functional district 

heating plant, the second one unveils what’s’ left 
from a rail freight car, dismantled with parts of it 

eventually stolen and sold as scrap. This is only a 
simple sample of large devastation of these derelict 

places. A resident living in this area stated that there 
were hundreds rail freight cars that disappeared dur-

ing post-90 period. In this area, only three remnants 

of the rail cars remained, with their vandalized bod-
ies embraced with ruderal bushes and surrounded 

by throw out residual waste. 
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Fig. 6: An image of the vandalized inner part 

of a formerly heating plant in District 

Micro III (photo: Jucu, 2016)     

Fig. 7: What’s left from a former rail freight car 

in a derelict industrial area close to the 

railway station (photo Jucu, 2016) 

Data collected through qualitative approach argue 

that the voice of local community blame all those re-

sponsible for the reproduction of these sites disagree-
ing their environments and advocating for immediate 

interventions in cleaning all these urban repulsive en-
vironments. 

Derelict sites as playgrounds, urban mar-
ginal environmental art and other usages 

In spite of their repulsiveness, obsolesces and dis-
agreeable sites, derelict urban environments are im-

proper playgrounds for children and teenagers. This 
issue revealed by Chelcea (2015) in large metropoli-

tan areas translates to lower levels, being present in 

derelict environments of the small-sized municipali-
ties. It is also a common issue for the municipality of 

Lugoj. In-field participatory observation associated 
with personal conversations and talks with children, 

teenagers and their parents revealed important re-

sults in this type of derelict environments usage. 

Firstly, children are attracted by these sites for differ-
ent games from those peculiar in common childhood 

to different types of exploration and gaming with re-
sidual objects found in these areas. Industrial derelict 

places with their ruined buildings and disused facili-

ties, abandoned rail transportation areas with de-
serted rail freight wagons, ruined heating plants in 

the inner districts are often times used in the children 
play and recreation. Secondly, children and teenagers 

play football or other ball sports in derelict areas am-
bushed by dangers and risk at every step on their 

play. Thirdly, ruined walls of derelict buildings within 

abandon landscapes are interesting attraction for ‘ur-
ban marginal art’ with graffiti being the main pictures 

all around the ruined, walls, the abandoned facilities 
and disused rail freight wagons. Figure 8 emphasizes 

the latter activity developed by local teenagers. Ap-

proaching some of them, they stated that drawing the 
ruined walls represent an interesting activity for dif-

ferent urban groups of teenagers in the local districts 
of the municipality.  

On the other hand, visiting derelict sites I found 
out an interesting usage of these places. Becoming 

redundant after the year of 2000, the heating plants 

of the districts turned to dereliction with all its equip-
ment removed. Now they appear as abandoned 

places that often times host homeless people. A spe-
cific case of different usage appears in Micro I District 

where the former heating plant changed in an impro-

vised manner in off-hand parking for the cars of 
neighbors (Figure 9). 

Fig. 8: Graffiti and drawing urban art on ruined 

walls (photo: Jucu, 2016) 

Fig. 9: Off-hand parking improvised in a former 
heating plant in Micro I District (photo: 

Jucu, 2016) 
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In other words, this initiative solves an acute prob-

lem for the local residents of the district in gaining 

more space for parking. However, this shift in the for-
merly heating plant generates repulsive a landscape 

nearby the collective housing stock with blocks of 
flats. Furthermore, according to personal talks and 

conversations with the residents, this site remains a 

shelter for both homeless people and stray dogs con-
firming the hypothesis of the human and non-human 

marginal groups presence even in the central residen-
tial area of the town. All these actions developed by 

the local people (children, teenagers, residents, and 
homeless people) in derelict areas evolve without any 

knowledge on the potential danger and possible risks 

that these sites could generated. This issue of related 
risk of derelict urban environments fuels the following 

section. 

Derelict environments and their related on-
going risks in local communities 

As it was stated, the local urban derelict environ-

ments are places that often times present high-risk po-
tential for local residents. Data collected during the 

present research, emphasizes that issues on this per-

spective are multiple and complex. Firstly, ruined build-
ings, regardless of their former functionality, extents or 

related facilities presents possible risk to crash and col-
lapse. An example in this regard is the former rail 

freight deposits with its roof crashing (Fig. 10).  

Fig. 10: A crashed roof of a rail freight deposit 

(photo: Jucu, 2015) 

Besides, as empty spaces with broken windows 

since the glasses are not removed, in the time of 
storms and violent winds the glass is blown with risk 

to hit the people that passing by this building. In spite 

of its dereliction, during my in-field participatory ob-
servation I observed, especially in the morning, many 

people passing by this building in their way to work, 
railway station or to the district kindergarten. In some 

cases, little children joined them, so their exposure to 

danger is clear. The same fits for all those that use to 

play in this area or for residents living in this district.  

Analyzing derelict area in Railway District, the 
open sewers generate an additional risk source. In 

field, repeated and participatory observation devel-
oped during the last three years, demonstrated the 

high-risk potential of these features.  Figure 11 reveal 

this finding. As we can observe, all these sewers are 
open with no caps on them. To avoid some dangers, 

local residents living in this area marked the sewer’s 
presence and made them visible through improvised 

materials from scrap metals pieces, to plastic objects 
and dry vegetal branches. 

Fig. 11: Open sewers with improvised marks 

as caution signals for residents (photo 

Jucu, 2013-2015) 

The issue of these sewers status was repeatedly 

notified to the local authorities. As a response, often 

times the sewers were covered with steel caps that 
further (continually) disappeared. Regarding this sit-

uation, the questioned residents in the area suppose 
that the caps are stolen and sold as scrap metal at 

the steel collection point located nearby this area. 

Personal conversations conducted with residents in 
this area reveal that the theft of the caps is supposed 

to be assumed by gypsies and scrap-metal scaven-
gers but this statement cannot be demonstrated.  

Other sources for risk in local communities are gen-
erated by the presence of the stray-dogs often times 

in the care of local residents. In addition, residual 

waste throws out represent another risk in terms of 
microbes and virus spread since in summer it gone 

putrefied. Accordingly, derelict environments are 
sources for various diseases threatening the resi-

dents’ health at the local scale. Further, open sewers 

and putrefied waste are also the main sources and 
contributors in virus spreading in local derelict urban 

environments and its surrounded residential areas. 
The local risk potential of derelict areas amplifies es-

pecially in the evening and night since the public light-

ing is definitely missing. These issues have to be con-
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sidered by the local authorities in improving the com-

munity’s welfare and reducing the urban risk potential 

in these areas through a proper management on ur-
ban derelict environments. In spite of the above-men-

tioned issues, derelict urban environments at the local 
scale continue to appear. The participatory in-field ob-

servation conducted as a final visit in investigating lo-

cal derelict sites emphasized that the production of 
ruined and derelict environments is an ongoing pro-

cess. Against such a background, a new derelict area 
appeared. This is the case of the former state-socialist 

IURT plant that now is being demolished (Figure 12). 

Fig. 12: IURT Plant in demolishment process 
with a new ruined site appearing 

(photo: Jucu, 2016) 

Accordingly, this ruined site turns to a derelict area 

eventually fuelling attention for peculiar actions as ur-
ban mining through removing those materials that 

could provide certain gains both for involved actors in 
this sites’ restructuring (Niţoiu 2015; Ghinea 2016) or 

for individual scavengers. At this time, through IURT 

demolishment is considered that this site would fur-
ther turn to service activities (Tîrziu 2015). The same 

statements recently fitted to other ruined factory (the 
milk manufacture) considered through their new 

owner, in 2013, that it would turn to services, regen-
erating its place (Niţoiu 2014). However, there noth-

ing happened, with ruins still standing as proof of only 

theoretical projects. Therefore, derelict urban envi-
ronments remain an important topic for further re-

search on the scene of the ongoing process of urban 
restructuring at the local scale. Witnessing IURT dem-

olition, according to the final visit of ethnographic ob-

servation a group of workers watching IURT ravage 
expressed their regrets both for this important plant 

failure as well as for those previous ruined plants with 
important cultural capital in Romania turned to urban 

derelict environments. 

Perception and representation of urban der-
elict environments and their related   ecolo-
gies 

According to the conducted field-survey during the 
ethnographic research and considering the item on 

personal involvement of the residents in the cleaning 

actions of these areas, there were provided no an-

swers in 82%, while 11% considered that these ac-
tions should be included in the local government 

agenda. Out of 7% from questioned persons re-
sponded that they do not know the reason of their 

un-involvement in the local cleaning area. Accord-

ingly, the indifference of the residents living in these 
areas cross the municipality ignorance on these der-

elict environments with these spaces remaining 
places that host residual waste, wild ruderal vegeta-

tion, thus producing repulsive and neglected environ-
ments in urban areas. In all, more than 89% out of 

the questioned subjects express their repulsion and 

indignation towards local urban derelict sites with risk 
potential (more than 88%) and displeasure (more 

than 89%) being the main topics in the individual per-
ception and representation on derelict environments. 

More than 82% shared their feelings of fear, with an 

average of 9,55% providing no interest on the applied 
survey on urban derelict environments being indiffer-

ent towards these marginalized environments. Con-
sidering particular investigated sites, the results of 

the conducted survey fashioned similar patterns re-
garding the applied items focused on the local per-

ception of urban individuals towards repulsion, fear, 

un-safety, displeasure and indifference (Figure 13). 

Fig. 13: Perception, representation and indi-

vidual feelings on derelict urban environ-
ments (processed data, according to field 

survey on particular sites, 2015) 

A global glance on the findings resulted from each 

investigated ruined place illustrate important results 
that would be critically examined to designed further 

urban policies in local urban development considering 

the voice of the residents as well as their opinions and 
participatory actions towards local derelict urban en-

vironments that continue to alter the local way of life. 
Thus, as figure 13, shows for the first five items 

considered in the research the data are quite similar 
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regardless of the particular investigated sites. The 

same is for the last item related to the indifference 

feelings of the residents towards the local marginal-
ized places and local derelict environments. Further-

more, next on the items analyzed in local perception 
and representation of these urban marginalized 

places other feelings as regrets, nostalgia appear for 

what was at once in these productive and functioning 
sites now left behind places. In addition, a huge 

blame for the presence of these derelict environments 
is assumed by the post-socialist processes of local 

economic restructuring, local deindustrialization and 
by wrong interventions in local urban planning in the 

local urban regeneration process during post-socialist 

period. Whereas the survey portrays lower rates of 
indifference and ignorance of the residents towards 

investigated derelict places their presence unveils a 
huge ignorant attitude and little interest from the side 

of the local authorities as well as of the present own-

ers of these ruined sites left as abandoned places.  

Fig. 14: The local perception in the investi-
gated sites on the future interventions 

on local derelict and marginalized sites 
restoration processes (processed data, 

according to field survey on particular 

sites, 2015) 

Against such a background new urban policy in lo-
cal urban regeneration process are mandatory to re-

cuperate these derelict sites and to reintegrate them 

in the present urban functionality. Considering the in-
terventions that have to be done a first step is a new 

political agenda for local urban development. Thus, 
out of the total questioned residents in the selected 

sites, an average of 31.44% claims for new decentral-

ized policies on the restoration processes of these 
derelict and marginalized sites with repulsive environ-

ments. This total average presents low deviations 
from one site to another from 25% in site 3 to 46% 

in site 2 (Figure 14). These variation correlates with 

the impact degree of particular derelict sites on their 

investigated neighborhoods. 

A new proper urban management on the local 
planning is mandatory in line with the current inter-

national European policies on urban remaking and re-
generation. This statement was provided by 33,33 of 

the questioned residents. Next on the involvement of 

the local authorities and local decision-making actors 
the involvement of the locals in urban regeneration 

through their voice claiming their needs and through 
their implication in local strategies on urban develop-

ment represent a key action expressed by 35,33% of 
the questioned people in the sampled of this investi-

gation. Hence, new public-private interventions cross-

ing the actions managed by the local authorities with 
locals’ involvement in new local agenda on urban pol-

icies would turn local post-socialist restructuring and 
regeneration to new visions that could reconsider the 

local urban derelict environments turning them to 

productive sites and attractive urban places for local 
residents and for further investments whether they 

are financial or simply spiritual emphasizing the place 
attachment for the local urban cultural heritage. 

Conclusion 

Through the lens of post-communist political 
changes and urban ecologies perspective, this article 

investigated the presence and the consequences of 

urban derelict environments in small-sized Romanian 
municipalities framed by their related urban ruins and 

marginal places that alter the inner-landscapes and 
the local community’s welfare. In line with Chelceas’ 

statements (2015) applied on large Romanian urban 

habitats and following the methodological flow, 
recently recommended by experts on urban ecology 

and ruins analysis (Edensor 2005; Mah 2012; 
DeSilvey and Edensor 2013; McDonnell 2015), the 

paper unveiled the production of the urban derelict 

environments, their spatial consequences and the 
attitude of the locals towards these marginal places, 

with repulsive landscapes. The core argument of 
these issues evolved into the post-communist 

economic, social and political restructuring processes 
in the small-sized towns, when urban derelict 

environments, ruined and marginal places intensely 

mushroomed. This fitted to the local scale of Lugoj 
municipality, the sample case study, in-depth 

analyzed in this paper. Urban ruined sites and their 
related derelict environments appeared all through 

the urban area of the town. In line with their 

approaches as places of perception and 
representation, they appeared as sites of indifference 

and marginal attitudes especially in the face of the 
local authorities and in a smaller extent in the face of 

local residents. Blaming the ongoing process of local 
urban identity formation under post-communist 
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political and economic umbrella their approach as 

sites of perception and representation, unveil them as 

spaces of indifference and marginal attitudes from the 
side of local government. Alongside, places for human 

and non-human marginal groups, these places alter 
the local urban landscape layout providing spaces for 

major risks, failure and abandonment. Repulsion, 

fear, risk, unsafe, indignation and displeasure are the 
main issues emphasized by the local residents 

towards these derelict and marginalized places. 
Furthermore, regrets, nostalgia, sorrow and sadness 

are feelings that frame the local residents’ perception 
towards the local ruined sites once flourishing and 

productive places.  

Under post-communist restructuring processes in 
local urban economies these sites are left-over spaces 

in continual deterioration being abandoned and 
marginalized. They not only destroy themselves but 

alter their neighborhoods and the quality of life of the 

residents and affect the town as a whole. 
Consequently, major regeneration interventions are 

required in order to reduce the present intensity of 
urban derelict environments, their cruelty destruction 

that harm both the present investigated town and the 
Romanian post-industrial small-sized urban 

municipalities that had a similar destiny during post-

communist period. As much, the findings of the study 
provide important accounts and critical thought for 

local government in further decisions on local political 
agenda on post-communist urban regeneration. 

Acknowledging the seriousness impact of derelict 

environments, further fertile research and fruitful 
dialogues between researchers of various 

backgrounds and different actors involved in local 
urban planning and regeneration are required. As 

much, the findings of the study provide important 

accounts and critical thoughts for local governments 
in further decision on local policies concerned on 

present urban regeneration interventions. 

Note 

The authors have developed an equal contribution 

in this research and in the article production. 
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