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Abstract

Sarlota Park, located in Lipova Plateau, was founded between
1902 and 1904 at a distance of 42 km from the town of
Timisoara. The aim was to create a hunting park, populated
mainly with Fallow Deer. The first specimens, originating from the
Habsburg Empire, were brought in animal trucks, colonised in the
years 1904-1907, Sarlota railway station dating from 1896. As the
species population grew to over 600 individuals, in the early 1950s
specialists decided to have a number of specimens captured
annually and colonise them in all of Romania“s provinces that
offered similar environmental conditions. The animals were carried
to the new sites in animal trucks and lorries. The captures (about
1,000 individuals) were made over 1942-1977, mostly between
1954 and 1970. The 73 transports resulted in the formation of 49
new populations of this species in Romania. It was the most
outstanding action taken by the Romanian authorities to expand
the area of a mammalian species.
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Introduction

The Fallow Deer is a mammal colonised in
Romania, the first specimens having been brought in
from Central Europe and placed in enclosed parks -
Sarlota (Timis County), Fiac (Arad County), Cetariu-
Pucioasa and Balc (Bihor County) - created before
the First World War. Of all these parks, Sarlota is the
largest.

A representative site for the Fallow Deer in
Romania is Sarlota Park (Bogda Commune), situated
42 km north-east of Timisoara town, verging on
Arad County. The Romanian name of this Park
derives from Charlotenburg, a neighbouring village
(Fig. 1).

Sarlota Hunting Park, established by Count
Siegfried von Wimphen between 1902 and 1904 on
1,194.8 ha, was populated with Fallow Deer.
Currently, the Park is named « Fallow Deer Hunting
Complex » and covers 1,206.9 hectares (forests —
1092.9 ha, crops to feed the game — 109.1 ha, small
lake — 0.7 ha, other grounds — 4.2 ha).

The Park lies in the west of the Lipova Plateau. It
extends from north to south (6 km) and from east to

Rezumat. Rolul Parcului Sarlota (judetul Timis),
in colonizarea unei noi specii de mamifere —
Cerbul Lopatar (Dama dama L., 1758), in

Romania

Parcul Sarlota a fost constituit in intervalul 1902-1904 in Podisul
Lipovei, la 42 km de Timisoara. Destinatia Iui a fost si este aceea
de parc de vanat, specia principala fiind cerbul lopatar. Primele
exemplare au fost aduse aici in intervalul 1904-1907 din fostul
Imperiu Habsburgic in vagoane speciale, gara Sarlota existand din
anul 1896. Sporind populatia speciei la peste 600 de exemplare, s-
a hotdrat la inceputul anilor * 50 ai secolului trecut ca, anual, s se
captureze indivizi pentru a fi colonizati in alte regiuni cu conditii
naturale similare, din toate provincile Romaniei. Transportul
acestora spre noile locuri de populare s-a facut cu vagoane de
tren si autocamioane. Capturile (circa 1000 exemplare) s-au
realizat in intervalul 1942-1977, cele mai multe intre 1954 si 1970.
Astfel, cele 73 transporturi realizate au dus la constituirea a 49 de
noi populatii ale acestei specii pe teritoriul Romaniei. A fost cea
mai semnificativda actiune realizatd de autoritati, in Romania,
pentru extinderea arealului unei specii de mamifer.

Cuvinte-cheie: Parcul Sarlota, cerb lopétar, colonizare,
Romaénia

west (3 km). The altitude ranges between 132 m in
the north (Beregsdau Floodplain) and 274 m in the
east (Fantdna Seaca Hill); 38% of the overall
surface-area lies at 132-200 m alt. and 62% at 200-
274 m alt. The annual mean temperature is of
10.8°C (in Timisoara), the quantity of precipitation
reaching 606.2 mm (at Masloc). The Park is crossed
by the Hamos Brook (a lefthandside tributary of the
Beregsau) along 4.3 km. The main stands are
Quercus cerris (59%), Quercus frainetto (23%),
Quercus petraea (5%) and Carpinus betulus (5%).
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Fig. 1: Entrance on Charlotenburg village territory,
where Sarlota Park lies
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The present length of the enclosure (zinked wire
net, 2 m high) is of 18.2 km. There are 11 acces
gates wide of 5 m and 6 entrence doors, double
ladder over the fence, for the staff. The Park has 5
food storehouses, 13 feeders, 80 saltings and 21
drinking places.

Research Methods

The present synthesis is based on field
investigations into various Fallow Deer populations
in Romania, as well as the consultation of a
comprehensive documentary material identified in
the archives of several forestry and hunting
institutions; information was also obtained from
foresters, hunters or locals.

Colonisations of Specimens Captured from
Sarlota Park

During the Second World War, a few individuals
were captured from Sarota Park and colonised in
Resca Forest (Olt County).

After 1950, the idea was to populate also other
lowland forests of Romania. The first concrete
actions to this effect were taken in 1954; in 1962, a
task-plan to expand the colonisation of game,
included also the Fallow Deer (Duda, 1967).

The Park was populated with Fallow Deer,
originating from the former Habsburg Empire,
between 1904 -1905, and occasionally in the years
1906-1907. The aim was to increase its population.

In 1905, the Park numbered 48 Fallow Deer
specimens, 250 in 1929, 445 in 1938, 620-660 in

1954-1968 and over 850 individuals in 1977, an
effective similar to the current one (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2: A group of Fallow Deer in Sarlota Park

In 1954, there were 15 deer traps, but only one
was still functional in 1968. In 1978, three trap
enclosures, made of wire and acacia wood, did exist
but only two were still in place in 1988.

Between 1942 and 1977 nearly 1,000 Fallow
Deer were captured from Sarlota Park and sent to
29 counties (Fig. 3) of Romania (73 transports : by
rail truck and lorry, in special boxes, at distances of
204-995 km and 55-482 km, respectively).

The animals were caught mostly in February
(from the forests of Cretesti, Margineni, Niculitel,
Bratovoesti, Tismana, Dalga, Cheveres and Papiu
Ilarian) and March (from the regions of Fantana
Mare, Dedulesti, Seaca, Perisor, Padureni, Hodos,
Lapis and Iezeru Ighiel).

DO sarlota

Figure 1: Sites in Romania colonised
with Fallow Deer captured in Sarlota
Park. Map figures: 1. Poieni; 2.
Itesti-Garleni; 3. Patrauti; 4. Adam;
5. Madrgineni; 6. Cretesti; 7. Hanu
Conachi; 8. Fantana Mare; 9.
Niculitel; 10. Snagov Park; 11.
Bolintin; 12. Burias; 13. Balta
Neagra; 14. Comana; 15. Raioasa;
16. Baneasa Park; 17. Mozacu; 18.
Branzeasca; 19. Micesti; 20.
Dedulesti; 21. Bolovani; 22. Resca;
23. Bratovoesti; 24. Dobrusa; 25.
Tismana; 26. Seaca; 27. Punghina-
Patulele; 28. Perisor; 29. Izvoru; 30.
Dalga. 31. Sanpetru German; 32.
Cheveres; 33. Padureni; 34. Ersig.
35. Margina; 36. Drinova-Tapia; 37.
Valchid; 38. Hateg; 39. Pianu; 40.
Hodos; 41. Cetariu; 42. Livada; 43.
Noroieni; 44. Gurghiu; 45. Lapis; 46.
Iezeru Ighiel; 47. Reci; 48. Papiu
Ilarian.

In this way, 49 new population nuclei were
created in the following counties: 12 in Transylvania,
12 in Muntenia, 9 in Oltenia, 7 in Moldavia, 7 in

Banat and 2 in Dobrogea. Today 21 of them are
extinct (Table 1).
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Table 1: Population sites in Romania of Fallow Deer captured in Sarlota Park

No. Captured in No. of specimens Population site Distance (km)
1 1942 5 Resca (Olt County) 445
2 1950 A few Snagov Park (Ilfov County) 590
3 1954 18 Balta Neagra (Ilfov County)* 604
4 1955 10 Poieni (Iasi County)* 995
5 1955 18 Bolintin (Giurgiu County) 586
6 1955 15 Burias (Ilfov County) 596
7 1955 13 Comana (Giurgiu County)* 600
8 1955 7 Raioasa (IIfov County)* 575
9 1955 18 Resca (Olt County) 445
10 1955-1956 20 Itesti-Garleni (Bacdu County)* 856
11 1956 22 (2 transports) Patrauti (Suceava County) 633
12 1956 17 Resca (Olt County) 445
13 1956 10 Valchid (Sibiu County)* 307
14 1956 18 Hateg (Hunedoara County)* 200
15 1957 16 Pianu (Alba County) 204
16 1957 18 Hateg (Hunedoara County)* 200
17 1957 8 Valchid (Sibiu County)* 307
18 1957 18 Adam (Galati County) 850
19 1957 3 Bdneasa-Bucarest Park* 560
20 1957 33 Mozacu (Arges County) 514
21 1958 19 Fantana Mare (Tulcea County) 880
22 1958 17 Niculitel (Tulcea County)* 930
23 1958 18 Hodos (Sibiu County)* 310
24 11 February 1959 8 Bratovoesti (Dolj County) 400
25 25 February 1959 7 Bratovoesti (Dolj County) 400
26 1959-1960 16 Cetariu (Bihor County) 228
27 1960 13 Adam (Galati County) 850
28 1960 A few Branzeasca (Ilfov County)* 593
29 1961 11 Dobrusa (Valcea County) 440
30 1962 10 Tismana (Gorj County) 310
31 1962 10 Margineni (Neamt County) 947
32 1962 50 Cretesti (Vaslui County)* 936
33 1962 15 Hanu Conachi (Galati County) 790
34 1962 18 Réioasa (Ilfov County)* 575
35 1962 14 Livada (Cluj County)* 361
36 1963 16 Noroieni (Satu Mare County) 325
37 1963 4 Livada (Cluj County)* 361
38 1963 8 Sanpetru German (Arad County) 85
39 1964 15 Margineni (Neamt County) 947
40 1964 20 Bolintin (Giurgiu County) 586
41 1964 12 Seaca (Olt County) 482
42 1964 11 Seaca (Olt County) 482
43 1964 14 Tismana (Gorj County) 310
44 1964-1965 20 Comana (Giurgiu County)* 600
45 1965 20 Punghina-Patulele (Mehedinti County)* 290
46 1966 16 Perisor (Dolj County)* 450
47 1966 2 Izvoru (Olt County) 415
48 1966 20 Gurghiu (Mureg County)* 400
49 1967 18 Punghina-Patulele (Mehedinti County)* 290
50 1967 20 Perisor (Dolj County)* 450
51 1967 6 Micesti (Arges County)* 520
52 1968 2 Fanténa Mare (Tulcea County) 880
53 1968 18 Dalga (Dolj County) 400
54 1968 10 Cheveres (Timis County) 65
55 1968 25 Padureni (Timis County) 55
56 1968 7 Lapis (Salaj County) 320
57 1968 7 lezeru Ighiel (Alba County)* 235
58 1969 24 Dedulesti (Buzdu County) 770
59 1970 14 Ersig (Caras-Severin County) 80
60 1970 35 (2 transports) Reci (Covasna County) 455
61 1973 22 Margina (Timig County)* 155
62 1974 6 Izvoru (Olt County) 415
63 1975 11 Izvoru (Olt County) 415
64 1976 10 (2 transports) Bolovani (Dambovita County) 570
65 1976 20 Tapia (Timis County)* 90
66 1976 18 Papiu Ilarian (Mures County) 330
67 1977 29 Drinova (Timis County)* 100

* Populations extinct today
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In brief, the situation looked as follows:
a) Moldavia: 173 individuals were colonized between
1955-1964, and most of them (75) were transported
in 1962. There were 10 transports by train at
distances of 623-980 km. The boxes were carried
from terminal railway stations to colonization sites
by cart, truck or sledge (10-27 km), two transports
to each of the following sites - Patrduti (Suceava
County), Adam (Galati County) and Margineni
(Neamt County). Seven population nuclei were
formed; three of them are currently extinct.
Population batches consisted of 7-50 individuals.
The species still exists in three counties: Galati,
Neamt and Suceava;
b) Dobrogea: 36 individuals colonised in 1958 by
two rail transports at distances of 850-900 km. The
boxes were carried from terminal railway stations to
colonisation sites by truck (30 km). Two population
nuclei were formed; one of them is currently extinct.
Population batches consisted of 17-19 individuals.
The species still exists in Tulcea County;
C) Muntenia: 205 individuals colonised between
1950-1976, most of them (71) were brought in 1955
by train or lorry (16 transports) at distances of 480-
750 km. The boxes were carried from terminal
railway stations to colonisation sites by lorry (15-44
km). There were two transports to each of the
following sites - Bolintin and Comana (Giurgiu
County) and Raioasa (Ilfov County). Out of the 12
population nuclei created there, 6 are extinct today.
Population batches consisted of 3-33 individuals.
The species still exists in 5 counties: Arges, Buzdu,
Dambovita, Giurgiu and Ilfov;
d) Oltenia: 224 individuals colonised between 1942-
1975, most of them (38) having been transported in
1967. There were 18 transports by train and lorry at
distances of 280-445 km and 290-482 km,
respectively. The boxes were carried from terminal
railway stations to colonisation sites by lorry (20-35
km). Two transports to each of the following sites -
Bratovoesti and Perisor (Dolj County), Seaca (Olt
County), Tismana (Gorj County) and Punghina-
Patulele (Mehedinti County), and three transports
each to Resca and Izvoru (Olt County). Out of the
nine population nuclei, two are currently extinct.
Population batches consisted of 2-20 individuals.
The species still exists in four counties: Dolj, Gorj,
Olt and Valcea;
e) Banat: 76 individuals colonised between 1963-
1977, most of them (35) having been transported in
1968. There were 6 transports by lorry at distances
of 55-155 km. Six population nuclei were formed,
two of them are currently extinct. Population
batches consisted of 5-25 individuals. The species
still exists in three counties: Arad, Caras-Severin and
Timis;
f) Transylvania: 225 individuals colonised between
1956-1976, most of them (42) having been

transported in 1957. There were 16 transports by
train and truck at distances of 201-303 km and 200-
455 km, respectively. The boxes were carried from
terminal railway stations to colonisation sites by
lorry and cart (3-7 km). There were two transports
to each of the following sites - Reci (Covasna
County), Valchid (Sibiu County), Hateg (Hunedoara
County) and Livada (Cluj County). Twelve population
nuclei, were formed six of them are currently
extinct. Population batches consisted of 4-20
individuals. The species still exists in six counties:
Alba, Bihor, Covasna, Mures, Satu Mare and Salaj.

Conclusion

Most of the Fallow Deer populations colonised in
various parts of Romania originated from Sarlota
Park.

The Fallow Deer started being colonised during
the Second World War, but the action got
momentum under communism. The animals were
transported in coated boxes sized to the animals
standing or lying postures. In many sites destined to
colonisation, enclosures used to be built for the
animals to get accommodated; in other sites, they
would be released directly into the wild.

In the interval spanning the years 1942-1977,
about 1,000 individuals originating from Sarlota Park
were being colonised. All of the country’s provinces
were being populated, yet particularly those in
Transylvania (225) and Oltenia (224), the fewest
specimens being colonised in Dobrogea (38). The
distance between population sites is of 55-995 km
from the Sarlota Park.

The period chosen for this operation was mostly
February and March. Out of the 49 new populations
thus obtained, 21 are extinct today. Most
colonisations (7) took place in 1955, the largest
number of colonised animals (117) was in 1962.

Colonised batches included between 2 and 50
individuals.

So, Sarlota Park was an onstanding site in the
“chronology” of man-related enlargement of the
Fallow Deer area in Romania.

In Romania, there are 5,000 Fallow Deer
specimens (Ministry of Environment data). These
specimens are naturalised, an assertion sustained by
two arguments: the species reproduces in the new
sites, and has fully integrated where introduced.

The Fallow Deer population is affected by two
restrictive factors: 1) poaching (which got
momentum over the past few decades) and 2)
intenser circulation of people and vehicles after
1991, when land was being restituted to former
owners, a situation that reduced the quiet needed
by big mammals.
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