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Abstract

Traveling within the Transylvanian hotels history, we
discover the persistence of certain stories that even today
fascinate thousands of guests from all over the world. The
hotel, as tourist establishment with its main function the
accommodation, keeps in the urban area, mainly due to the
commerce development. An argument is the fact that in
Transylvania, the first hotels have started to function in the
fair towns: Sibiu, Cluj-Napoca and Brasov, in the central
area of the city, nearby the fair. In time, the hotels’
functionality has reached another extent. Nowadays, this
type of tourist establishment can become a tourist sights
itself. The 21st Century tourist is looking for: values of the
past, old histories and experiences that the newly and
modernly built hotels cannot offer because they have not
had centuries to knit their story. The old hotels of
Transylvania can be considered resources of cultural
tourism due to their architecture, their uniqueness and
persistence in time of their own stories.

The present study aims to identify the hotels from the 18th
and 19th centuries from the main towns of Transylvania,
tourist establishments which can represent important
tourist resources for the cultural tourism of the studied
region.

Keywords: hotel, cultural tourism, tourist resource

Introduction

The Transylvanian historical hotels represent
centuries old cultural heritage left to the actual
generations. In the past, these establishments used
to function as cultural centers and social life nucleus.
Harris (1999) declares that when a building has its
own biography, it continues to “live” in a certain
way. The value of these historical structures is
highlighted not only by the beauty and originality of
its architecture, but by the history of the location as
well, and by the stories that come back to life when
the past events are remembered and told by the
employees and guests of the hotel. In the 19th
Century, the hotel turns into a “store window for
high class society” (Hariton, 2007, p. 10), becoming
thus the favorite place for organizing the events.
The historical hotels begin to function in those
settlements that emphasize the architectural and

Rezumat. Vechile hoteluri ale Transilvaniei:
resurse turistice culturale

Calatorind prin istoria hotelurilor din Transilvania,
descoperim persistenta anumitor povesti care fascineaza si
azi sute de oaspeti veniti din intreaga lume. Hotelul ca si
unitate turistica cu functia sa principala de cazare, a aparut
si s-a impus in spatiul urban, indeosebi datorita dezvoltarii
comertului. Un argument in acest sens este acela ca in
Transilvania, primele hoteluri incep si functioneze in
orasele-targuri, in zona centrald a oraselor, in apropierea
targurilor la: Sibiu, Cluj-Napoca si Brasov. In timp,
functionalitatea hotelurilor cunoaste o altd dimensiune. In
prezent, aceasti unitate de cazare poate reprezenta in sine
un obiectiv turistic. Turistul secolului 21 este in cautarea
valorilor trecutului, a vechilor povesti si experiente pe care
noile si modernele hoteluri construite nu le pot oferi
pentru cd nu dispun de un trecut de secole care sa
construiasca propria lor poveste. Vechile hoteluri ale
Transilvaniei pot fi considerate resurse ale turismului
cultural datorita arhitecturii lor, a unicitatii lor si a
perenitatii povestilor lor.

Studiul de fatd isi propune sd identifice hotelurile din
perioada secolelor al XVIII-lea si al XIX-lea, din
principalele orase ale Transilvaniei, unitéti turistice care
pot reprezenta resurse turistice de seama ale turismului
cultural din regiunea studiata.

Cuvinte-cheie: hotel, turism cultural, resurséa
turistica

cultural heritage that has been preserved for
generations. The argument that has favored the
18th and 19th Centuries hotels as heritage tourist
resources is linked to their historical and
architectural values, but also to the events that took
place in the past and to their guests that meanwhile
have become illustrious. Built heritage such as
castles and forts, monuments, historic towns and
settlements (together with old hotels) represent a
different type of tourist resource due to the fact that
all these buildings are converted for the purpose of
tourism offering it a higher value.

Cultural tourism

Practicing cultural tourism by the existence of
such hotels as accommodation settlements means
first of all to create a proper attitude regarding this
kind of tourist sights. The real tourist attitude
appears (Breazu, 1976) when the tourist can indeed
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appreciate what he is offered to admire, when he is
able to appreciate the sight to its true value, taking
into account its aspect and its scientific and
historical sides. A special care is remarkable
(Maldescu, 2011) in what concerns the definition,
estimation and institutionalized preservation of the
genuineness, to the extraordinary and unique
characteristic of these structures. Evidently, these
characteristics are to be found in the eyes of the
one who looks at the establishments; the cultural
tourism is perceived in different ways by each
tourist. Although at its beginnings the cultural
tourism has been a popular activity among high
class society in the 19th and 20th Centuries
(Mdldescu, 2011), nowadays it has turned into a
common phenomenon.

According to Smith and Taylor (2006), culture
can be understood as:

- general process of intellectual, spiritual and
aesthetic development;
-a particular lifestyle, a certain typology of

individuals, a period or a group;
- practice of an intellectual but mainly artistic activity.
Regarding the conceptualization of cultural
tourism, it is mandatory to underline the differences
that exist between this type of tourism and the
heritage tourism that is actually a typology of
cultural tourism. Smith (2003) assigns to the
heritage tourism the purpose of interpreting and
representing the past. The heritage as a concept it is
in relationships not only with the culture and history,
but also with the nature, environment and society
(Richards, 1996). Therefore, the main resource of
this kind of cultural tourism lies in the valuable past,
in the history of places, people and events and in
bringing back the past. When it comes to the built
heritage, it is necessary to highlight the importance
of the concept of authenticity which is a prerequisite
for a historic monument. Heritage means that the
object or site is the original and not a re-creation or
facsimile (Hannan and Knox, 2010). Timothy and
Boyd (2003, p.2) consider the heritage consists in
“elements of the past that society wishes to keep”
The cultural tourism represents that form of
tourism that emphasizes and focuses on turning the
historic monuments valuable, that brings back to life
traditions and unveils past experiences. This tourism
could represent a gateway to a favorable future for
the tourism in a certain area and to tourism that
remembers a civilization’s past or the past of a
place, of a tradition; all these experiences will be
lived and enjoyed by the tourist. Nowadays when
people are fighting with the globalized uncertainty,
the heritage tourism as a form of the cultural
tourism can bring a bit of security and stability to
those who are fighting with their own identity
(Hewison, 1987, Wright, 1985).

Tourist resource

“The tourist resources represent the total of the
attractive elements that involve a territory’s tourist
possibilities in view of its capitalization, regardless of
their origin and their relationship” (Dezsi, 2006, p.8).
When it comes to the hotel establishments, as
tourist resources with cultural significance, a
discrepancy from the architectural styles point of
view and from the structural and cultural promotion
point of view can be noticed. The tourist resource,
part of the tourist offer, motivates the tourist and
facilitates the development of the tourist act, by
infrastructure and by the tourist ensemble. The
hotels as component parts of the tourist ensemble
have the purpose to facilitate the tourist act, but
their presence in the tourist environment depends
on the tourist and human potential and its
capitalization in a certain area.

The need for accommodation appears as a
consequence of the commercial cities’ development.
“In the 17th Century the commercial road from
Levant to Venice passed through Cluj; in the 19th
Century until 1848, Cluj had become the center for
the high class society. Until 1558 there had already
existed in Cluj four fairs that used to gather
merchants from far away (Lazar, 1923, p. 68),
resulting their need of accommodation”.

The individualization of the hotel in the urban area
as tourist resource comes as a result of imposing this
establishment typology as a source of activity in
tourism. As part of the tourist offer and as activity
source in tourism, the hotel can generate an increase
of the tourist demand, turning this way into a
destination hotel through its quality, quantity and
location aspects. The tourist attraction, as concept,
mainly refers to the emotional side implied by different
component parts of the tourist potential. Cocean
(2006) argues that the attractiveness of a tourist sight
is mainly given by the age, dimension, uniqueness and
function. Taking in consideration this elements and the
fact that the hotel as tourist settlement and resource
can constitute a tourist sight that people can visit, but
also a cultural tourism generator, the elements that
can turn an accommodation establishment into a
cultural/heritage tourist sight can be (fig. 1).

Through the preservation of the hotels historic
monument and by inserting them in the tourist
circuit, the local authorities show not only their
interest in developing cultural tourism, but mainly the
respect towards the values of the past, towards the
personalities of those times and for what they
accomplished. As heritage attractions, it is necessary
to keep a balanced relationship between the different
stakeholders interests and management, the local
community and the visitors (Williams, 2009).
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The history/the
story of the hotel
emphasized by
the design of the
tourist
establishment.

I The hotel -

tourist site
given its value

and appeal
Events that took
" place in the past and
Location are brought back to
the present

Fig. 1: Appealing elements of the tourist sight
hotels

Uniqueness by
architecture and
ambiance

Each and every nation has the duty to pass to
the young generations’ real values, to induce them
the respect and the feeling of belonging without
which they would not be able to cherish the cultural
heritage.

Method

The study is an exploratory one and it follows the
historic line of the most valuable hotels in
Transylvania from the 18th and19th centuries, from
the point of view of the age but also of the
architecture. The focus is on the present and former
old hotels of Transylvania which are declared
historical monuments. The bibliographical research
has been the first stage of this research, followed by
shifting on field in order to observe the functional
stage of each establishment. The cartographic
representation’s purpose was to realize the
distribution of these units. Among the hotels that
were identified and studied, Medieval Hotel is
outstanding, being the only 5 star hotel in Alba Iulia,
opened in June 2012 in a building that has
preserved original architectural elements since the
18th century. The hotel has also maintained the
ambiance of those times; it is a historical monument
building and a true example of historic hotel for the
tourist region of Transylvania. This hotel, although it
belongs to the historic hotels category, differs from
the others hotels, because formely it was a
storehouse and not a hotel.

The method of the historical evolution of the
buildings has highlighted the importance of the
studied hotels for the city’s cultural life. As a
standard of the technological evolution, most of the
times, the hotel used to represent the location
where a new invention was reviled. The first tourist
guide book of Transylvania, edited in 1790, used to
belong to Hochmeister Martin and it draws an
animated picture of the social and cultural life, but
also from the architectural point of view. The city of
Sibiu was pictured this way in the 18th century. It
can be deducted that those merchants evoked

within this guide, who came from Wallahia, Wien
and Budapest, visited not only the fairs in Sibiu, but
also the ones in Cluj Napoca and Brasov.

The 18th-19th centuries
Transylvanian hotels and their
stories

Among the hotels identified as corresponding to
this historic period (fig. 2), there are two outstanding
ones — due to their historic evolution, to their
functionality and due to the different type of
capitalization — Imparatul Romanilor Hotel from Sibiu
and New York Hotel (known today as Continental)
from Cluj-Napoca. Impdratul Romanilor Hotel
introduces the concept of hotel on the Transylvanian
territory and it was the first accommodation of this
kind. Built in 1555, it first functioned as inn under the
name of “At the Turkish Inn” (Bonfert, 2007).
Afterwards, in 1772, it was loaned by Philip Colignon
from Luxembourg — the forerunner of the hotel
administration in Transylvania — and transformed into
a hotel in 1773 under the name that was kept until
today: Imparatul Romanilor. It used to be frequented
exclusively by the high class society and considered
one of the most prestigious locations: “inn provided
with all the comfort, which truly deserves to be
compared with the best hotels in Wien and Berlin”
(Sigerus, Emil, Vom alten  Hermannstadt,
Hermannstadt, 1922, Bd.1, S.133 in — The travels
Calendar from 1790 by Hochmeister, p. 28).

At the end of the 18th century and beginning of the
19th century, when there was an intense activity for
Sibiu reconstruction, the old hotel was demolished
and on its place the structure that is functional
nowadays with the same purpose: Imparatul
Romanilor Hotel was built in 1895. During the same
period, in Sibiu, there existed other hotels: H.
Neurihrer (purchased by the community of the
Evangelic church on the 13th of June 1899, paying
69000 guldens, beneficiary Eduard Friedrich),
Habermann (11, Unirii Square), Melzer (turned into
Bonfert, 11 Mitropoliei St.), Central Hotel (71, 9th of
May Square), Royal (2nd Garii Sq.), Schmidt (9
Blanarilor St.), Boulevard (10 Unirii Sq.), Dacia (41
Ocnei St.), Gundisch (11 Fish Fair), Krone (11
Turnului St.), Transylvania (37, Constantei), etc.
(Bonfert, 2007, p.42). Along the years the hotels
passed from private property into state property,
nowadays it is owned by Romans’ Emperor Ltd.
since 1995. Between 1965 and 1966 the building
underwent restoration works, but unfortunately not
the most appropriate ones as it reduced its
architectural and historical values (Idem). Among
the most illustrious guests of the hotel we can
mention Franz Listz, Johann Strauss, Johannes
Brahms, Joseph the 2nd King of Austria, King Carol
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the 12th of Sweden, Mihai Eminescu, Ms. Danielle
Mitterand and it also accommodated two German
Presidents: Roman Herzog, Karl Carstens and Prince
Charles as well. This old hotel is not declared a

historical monument, although it represents the
beginning of the hospitality industry in Transylvania
and it can be considered a symbol of Sibiu because
of its architecture and stories from the past.
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Fig. 2: Map including the hotels and former hotels from Transylvania dating back to the 18th
and 19th Centuries, declared Historical Monuments

New York Hotel (Continental) dates since 1895,
when it opened under the name of Hotel New York.
The imposing structure, in eclectic, neo-Baroque style
with classic elements (Lukacs, 2009), started to be a
reference point in the cultural and social events in the
city of Cluj-Napoca, during the 19th century. Initially,
on the place of the actual hotel there was the National
Hotel which was demolished in 1894. Since its
opening, New York Hotel was the favorite meeting
point of the cultivated men of those times. In 2001 the
New York Hotel joined the national hotel chain
Continental, four years later, in 2005, being sold..
According to the Commission for Historical
Monuments, its value is given not only by the structure
and architecture, but also by its destination. In the
past 3 years, different cultural events took place within
the building, aiming at emphasizing the urge to take
actions in order to protect this historical monument

that exists on the list of Historical Monuments of Cluj
county. In 2009, within the hotel, the event “Damaged
patrimony. Historical monuments on way of
disappearance” took place, aiming to highlight the
danger that awaits the historical monuments of Cluj-
Napoca and giving as eloquent example the location
where the event itself took place. Located in the very
historic center of the city, the former Continental Hotel
seems to be looking at the young pedestrians passing
by, that have not yet discovered the value and the
story of the old hotel and seems to be asking the
elderly to reveal the story of a building that today loses
little by little the hope that someday somebody will still
open the door, the music will start to play again in the
ball room and the echoes of the animated
conversations between cultivated people will be heard
again.  The comparison between the Impdratul
Romanilor Hotel and Continental Hotel aims to draw
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the historic line of the two buildings that have different
functionality nowadays. Although the hotel from Sibiu
presents exceptional architectural details, it is located
in the center of the city and stands as a symbol of the
city and its guest book is a proof that for more than
two centuries the hotel was visited by personalities
that influenced the national and international cultures,
it is not included on the list of Historical Monuments of
Sibiu county. On the other hand, Continental Hotel
from Cluj-Napoca that is shattered because of its
improper structure for the actual standards of
classification, it is registered on the list of Historical
Monuments of Cluj.

Both buildings represent true symbols of the two
medieval towns that are rich in cultural tourism
sights, hence both deserve the consideration they
are worthy of. Evidently that when drawing up the
tourist route of the hotels that are cultural sights,
Continental Hotel as well as the Imparatul Romanilor
Hotel are relevant through the long history in their
background, but mostly by the fact of being seen as
a reference in the history of the city they belong to.

Numarul 1 Hotel from Brasov city, dating back to
the 18th-19th centuries, was the place where were
held the elegant society balls and the Hungarian
“shariballs” (Puscariu, 1977). At this hotel the social
agreements of the high society of the town took
place. The Official Committee of Information for
Foreigners, issued “Calduz al streinului” (Guide for
the Foreigners), in 1891, a guide which mentioned
that Brasov had restaurants, small inns and hotels.
The most important hotels of those times were:
Bucuresti Hotel, Number 1 Hotel, Europa Hotel,
Pomul verde Hotel, Coroana Hotel and Union Hotel
(apud Rahovan, 2012). Out of this hotels existing in
Brasov at the end of the 19th century, only Number
1 Hotel represent today a historical monument due
to its antiqueness and architectural value.
Nowadays, instead of the hotel, at the same
placethe School of Ethnology Arts can be found.

Biasini Hotel from Cluj-Napoca was founded by
Gaetano Biasini, in 1837; at that moment, the
building’s function was that of an inn (Pascu, 1974).
Later, this hotel was mentioned by the writer Petofi
Sandor, in his travel notes, in 1874 (Busa, 2009).
Nowadays, the building is on the list of Historical
Monuments. The present function of the building is
that of apartments ensemble and shops.

Melody Central Hotel, at its launch moment in
1878, was named Pannonia Hotel, and later Central
Hotel and accommodated great personalities such
as: Brahms, Franz Liszt (Lukacs, 2009). Today, the
hotel has the same function, but a different name:
Melody Central***; it is included on the List of
Historical Monuments of Cluj county.

Regina Angliei Hotel, at present, Transilvania***
Hotel dates back in the 17th-19th centuries and it

also represents a historical monument (The List of
the Historical Monuments, 2013).

Bielz (1899) mentioned that in the city of Targu
Mures, there was a famous hotel named
Transylvania Hotel, a tourist accommodation
establishment located in Trandafirilor Square, no.45.
This hotel dates back to the 19th century and today,
it has another name: Concordia Hotel****,
According to the field research, this hotel together
with Hotel Medieval***** from Alba Iulia, represent
the best examples of historic/heritage hotels from
Transylvania, with a history that dates back two-
three centuries ago.

Discussion

The results of this study do not meet the initial
expectations, i.e. Transylvania, a tourist region with
a rich cultural and historical heritage, the place
where the fair-cities developed and, as a
consequence, lots of inns and then hotels
appeared, — will reveal several historical monument-
buildings, former hotels of the 18th and 19th
centuries. The research has revealed many
abandoned buildings, but also the ones still
preserved and valuable, but left in the shadow, after
all buildings — former and actual hotels that date
from this period. They all could contribute to
recreate the ambiance of those ancient times, of
getting to know our culture by its real and present
proofs, by visiting these buildings — symbols of the
cities where they are located.

The study has led to the identification of very
important hotels in Transylvania during the 18th and
19th centuries which nowadays are declared Historical
Monuments. Even if sometimes the destination of
some of these hotels was changed, they are not
capitalized for their full actual potential, they were
demolished or simply abandoned. Since they are
registered on the Historical Monuments list, their
capitalization to the maximum potential should be a
priority especially for the local and national authorities.
In order to draw a cultural route of several possible
historic hotels in Transylvania, a SWOT analysis (Fig.
3) of this establishment’s typology is necessary.

There will be mentioned the strengths and
weaknesses of the chances for the restoration and
functionality of the 18th and 19th Centuries hotels
that represent a true cultural heritage for
Transylvania.

The List of the hotels from the 18th and 19th
Centuries which are declared Historical Monument
(Table 1) shows that out of the 9 identified hotels,
only 4 buildings still function as hotels, one building
(The Storehouse or Manutanta from Alba Iulia)
turned into a hotel Hotel Medieval); meanwhile
another 4 buildings which, in the past, represented
famous hotels, lost their function and today are
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houses, apartment ensembles, shopping centers or
they are simply in a huge decay, even if they are all
Celoping a chain of historic hotels that can

reveal the cultural tourism in Transylvania ;

monument
buildings and their maintenance by
the profit produced by the building it self as

/,"_7

-located
city;
-historical

Strenghts

—architectural value;
in the historic center of the

value

throughout
antiqueness and unigueness;

-self promotion through their own story
created along the years by the guests
that have left to us a remarkable part

the

included on the List of the Historical Monuments.

Opportunities

-capitalization of some historical

touristic sight;

-—-embellishing the aspect of the old center by

restoring these buildings;

-promoting the traditional hospitality;

investing

authorities .
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-the deep degradation of these structurg
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former owners;
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-the significant disparities between the actual

requirements for the hotels' ranking
old structures;

-denial of the owners when it comes to selling

the former hotels;
-lack of financial resources.
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™

and their

_/

Fig.3: SWOT Analysis of the 18-19"" centuries hotels declared historical monuments, identified
following the field research

Table 1. List of the hotels from the 18" and 19" Centuries which are declared Historical

Monument
Crt.| Code LN," (L'?t Name of the Period of . historic .
no. | of the Historic i City Address Today’s function
hotel construction monument
Monuments)
1 AB-Il-m-B- Hotel Medieval |1715-1736 as a| Alba lulia |Militari street, no.2 YES Hotel
00132 storehouse(Manu Medieval*****
tanta)
2 BV-II-m-B- Hotel 18th-19th Brasov Lunga street, no.1 YES The School of
11426 Numdrul.1 century Etnology Arts
3 | CJ-1I-m-B-07436 | Hotel 1895, end of the | Cluj-Napoca | Napoca street, no.1 YES Hotel Continental-
Continental 19th century building in decay.
4 | CJ-Il-m-B-07246 | Hotel Melody | 16th-19th Cluj-Napoca [Bd. 21 Decembrie YES Hotel Melody
century 1989,n0.2 and Unirii Central***
Square, no.29
5 | CJ)-ll-m-B-07365 | Hotel Biasini 19" century Cluj-Napoca [ Avram lancu street, YES Building with
no.20 appartments and
commercial
establishments
6 |CJ-1l-m-B-07310|Hotel  Regina 17™-19™ century |Cluj-Napoca |Regele Ferdinand YES Hotel
Elisabeta avenue, no. 20 Transilvania***
(former Gheorghe
Doja street, no.17)
7 MS-II-a-A- Hotel 19" century| Tg.Mures |Trandafirilor Square, YES Hotel
15452 Transsylvania | (information no.45 Concordia****
based on the
work of Bielz,
1899)
8 SB-1l-m-B- Hotel Bonfert | Hotel in19™ Sibiu Mitropoliei  street, YES Today the
12139 century no. 11 Protestant
Parochial House
9 SB-II-m-A- Hotel  Curtea| 18" century Sibiu Mitropoliei  street, YES house
12135 Mediasului no.7

Source: List of the Historic Monuments of Romania, available at: http.//inp.org.ro/monumente-istorice/lista-
monumentelor istorice)
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It is remarkable that from the nine historical
buildings, two of them are of national interest, while
the other seven are of local interest.

Conclusion

The analysis of the hotels’ the hotels from the
18th and 19th Centuries has highlighted the fact
that, unfortunately, in Transylvania, the concept of
historical hotel is not well known and the idea of
providing maintenance for a monument building is
not being looked at, at least for now, as a solution
by the local and regional authorities. The situation is
quite complicated as many of these buildings were
retroceded and some owners are not willing to sell
them. On the other hand the hoteliers chose the
easy way which is to construct new buildings and
not to restore the old beautiful ones that have an
important historical value.

Architectural, cultural and spiritual values still
exist and are living through these abandoned hotels,
but their beauty needs to be polished, the dust and
the carelessness to be washed away. The footsteps
of the writers, historians, political men, great actors
and musicians have nearly faded away due to the
passing time and to the careless people. Culture is
not limited to loving and respecting the evident
beauty, but it also means to keep searching for that
beauty that created unforgettable moments. Local
authorities as well as regional ones and hoteliers
need to understand that such monument buildings
can truly represent a real source of income, as long
as the planning is done on a long period of time and
respecting closely certain demands in order to
restore and to turn functional these old hotels again.
On the one hand, authorities would assure the
maintenance of the building and on the other hand
the hotel owner would be able to gain considerable
income generated by the popularity of the building;
popularity that was gained due to the architectural
value, convenient location and its own story given
by historic continuity and famous guests."Historic
buildings are precious and finite asset, and powerful
reminders to us of the work and way of life of earlier
generations. The richness of this country’s
architectural heritage plays “a powerful part in our
sense of national identity and in our enjoyment of
our surroundings” (Worthing&Bond, 2008, p.52
apud English Heritage, 1997).
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